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c ... present 
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(57) Abstract 



The period M of the pictures whose picture coding type is I or P during video input changes from 2 to 3 
and vice versa. The CUR_M represents the present M number and the maximum M number MAX_M in a sequence 
is 3. A MAX_M frame delay is given to the pictures (IB, 2B, and so on) whose picture coding type is B and a 
MAX_M-CUR_M frame delay is given to the pictures (II, 21, and so on) whose picture coding type is L Thus, a bit 
stream is formed by generating a coding order sequence and performing predictive coding. 
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